
36 VIEWS OF LAKE OHRID



36 Views of Lake Ohrid is inspired by the Japanese artist Hokusai, whose famous picture Under the 
Wave off Kanagawa became a major influence on Western art and one of the most widely recognized 
images in the entire world. Also known as The Great Wave, it was part of a larger series named 36 Views 
of Mount Fuji, a subject with enormous cultural and spiritual significance to the Japanese people.

Hokusai’s depictions of Fuji emerged from a Japanese art movement known as Ukiyo-e, which translates 
as Pictures of the Floating World.  Although, at the time, the name referred to something slightly differ-
ent, its original meaning pointed to the ephemerality of existence—the kind of reflection you might see 
on Lake Ohrid’s surface, Macedonia’s very own floating world… 



C H A P T E R   I



Once upon 
a world 
was a lake 
so serene 
that when a 
swan swam 
on its sur-
face, one 
could hardly 
tell where 
the water 
ended and 
the swan 
began.

Vesna Jovanoska



Beti Tasevska

Named Ohrid, the lake was that much beautiful, the whole Earth 
moved to sculpt it and made it so deep its waters would never run 
dry, even after millions of years. �



Clouds 
travelled an 
infinity of 
sky just 
to see 
themselves 
reflected in 
the lake’s 
pure 
waters…Mirjana Ristevska



…and 
breezes 
blew all 
the way 
from the 
Adriatic 
Sea to warm 
themselves 
above the 
lake in 
winter.

Marija Damjanoska



Along the 
lakeshore 
reeds 
appeared, 
and over a 
thousand 
kinds of 
animals and 
plants filled 
its waters, 
some so 
singular and 
special that 
the world 
had never 
seen them 
before.  �

Emilija Tomanoska



The mountains around were much proud of the lake and each stood 
guard to protect it.

Igor Bulovski



Teodora Tea Kuzmanovska

Even the sun would linger a little longer in the sky each evening, just 
to see its colours twinkle on the waves one more time before sleep-
ing.



Marko Ilić

Of all, Mount Galichica loved Lake Ohrid most deeply, growing the 
Balkans’ most varied natural gardens on its shores³, and furnishing 
its springs with the freshest, clearest water.



Blagica Janevska

Together with these mountains, Lake Ohrid formed a magical world 
within a world.
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Daniela Bauloska

After many millennia, people began to settle around the lake, which 
accepted them like children and grew with them as one.



Although every person was different through hundreds of gener-
ations⁴, each shared the beauty of the lake’s sunsets just the same.

Svetlana Sesi Kamdžijaš



Stilted villages became thriving towns, with hillside homes bathed 
in the sunbeams that the lake redirected from the sky ⁵, especially 
for them.

Nikola Paskali



In summer, birds arrived from Africa to paddle in the lake waters and 
nest on the coast, while in winter they flew from the cold lands of 
the north.

Kristina Naleska



Either way, the sky and lake were filled with wings and the kind of 
dreams that only wings can bring.

Ljupčo Dimoski



Nataša Tozija

On the shore, 
people lived, 
died and 
multiplied; 
empires rose 
and fell; 
kings and 
conquerors 
came and 
left; yet Lake 
Ohrid stayed 
constant still, 
always giving 
its children 
as much 
water, food, 
and shelter as 
it could 
provide.



How many prayers have risen up to heaven above Lake Ohrid’s 
waves?

Aneta Vrškoska Jovanoska



How many 
kisses 
have been 
shared on its 
beaches?

Miki Mikić



How many lovers have walked its shores?

Vera Župan
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Although people had always known that Lake Ohrid was wise, over 
time, they came to realise that it had a huge memory, that its rocks 
and ecosystems contained vast knowledge. ⁶ 

Benita Stojmirova



It was even said that if one gazed long enough into the lake’s trans-
parent waters, one could learn the secret of life itself. ⁷

Miško Gjoršeski



One day, a huge book was discovered written into the lake’s floor, 
etched upon pages of stone, ash and fossil, line by line going deeper 
and deeper through the mud. ⁸

Janja Cubalevska



The book told the story of people and the lake, but also of many 
histories for thousands and thousands of years before humans had 
even arrived. Known as the  Great Book of Ohrid, few such magnif-
icent records of life had ever been found.⁹

Tatyana Peeva



How the town of Ohrid had been destroyed by earthquake only to 
rise back stronger 1,500 years before was recorded in the book, and 
people remembered sadly that it was so. ¹⁰

Aleksandar Caci Nestorovski



Yet other 
stories of 
humanity 
were etched 
in the lake too 
that people 
had long 
forgotten...Sonja Monja



Trees had their own chapter. When rivers of ice turned Europe dry 
and forestless, the lake had always kept this tiny corner of the world 
warm and safe for them, so the January sun had never stopped shin-
ing on their branches. ¹¹

Marina Todorovska



Some Great Book of Ohrid tales told of ancient Italian volcanoes 
that had turned the snows black¹²  and skies blood red with their ash 
and fury. ¹³

Eli Delidžakova Drenik



Žana Žaki

Others reminded of the glaciers that Galichica had once held to the sky 
and the mysterious scars they had left on the mountain. ¹⁴
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Page to page, people read further into the Great Book, realizing that 
through so much upheaval—terrifying tremors, land shifts, droughts, ice 
ages, and volcanic winters—Lake Ohrid had somehow always protected 
life most preciously and seen it through. ¹⁵

Ile Toševski



They 
understood 
that the 
lake would 
always seek 
to protect 
them and 
see them 
through 
too.

Maja Srezoska



Looking up from the book, the people gazed from Galichica…

Ine Koko



Irena Kocareva

… south to the sacred springs of Sveti Naum…



… to the River Drim’s great gateway in the north…

Vasko Gjorgjijevski



… and to the vast, swan-like beauty that lay between.

Justyna Mleczak



They saw that every drop of water entering Lake Ohrid would spend 
70 years there ¹⁶ — the same as a human lifetime — merging with the 
calm lake water at the time of a person’s birth and departing through 
the River Drim or ascending into the sky at the time of their death.

Dare Taseski



Whether 
from one-time 
river rapid, 
karstic 
Galichica 
flow, raindrop, 
lover’s tear or 
spring-melted 
snow, every 
splash 
arriving into 
Lake Ohrid 
would run 
parallel to a 
human life 
and join an 
ever-evolving 
story millions 
of years long.

Evgenija Kalajdžieva



Each, both human and water, would be written into The Great Book of 
Ohrid forever.

Vlado Martinoski



36 Views of Lake Ohrid was compiled out of 213 photos from 60 lake 
lovers according to the following criteria:

1.  No more than one picture per person
2. Variety 
3. Appearance after filter

Unfortunately, we were not able to include everybody. Even so, we’d 
like to thank each person who contributed photos and all those who 
provided other input, not least the researchers who help us read the 
Great Book of Ohrid.

Special thanks to: Aleksa Novak, Aleksandar Caci Nestorovski, Aneta Vrškoska Jovanoska, Angel Sitnovski, Benita 
Stojmirova, Beti Tasevska, Biljana Novakovska, Blagica Janevska, Cvetana Antipeševa, Daci Moškov, Dafina Paunovs-
ka, Daniela Bauloska, Dare Taseski, Dimitar Trajčev, Eli Delidžakova Drenik, Emilija Tomanoska, Emilijana Tomanoska, 
Erol Arap, Evgenija Kalajdžieva, Frosina Baloska, Gordana Kolevska, Igor Bulovski, Ile Toševski, Ine Koko, Irena Ko-
careva, Janja Cubalevska, Justyna Mleczak, Kiril Dimov-Gafilj, Kliment Arnaudov, Kristina Naleska, Ljupčo Kurtelov, 
Lidija Ognenova, Ljupčo Dimoski, Ljupčo Kockar Ilievski, Ljupčo Lepi, Maja Srezoska, Marija Damjanoska, Marija 
Grozdanoska, Marina Janevska, Marina Todorovska, Marko Ilić, Miki Mikić, Mirjana Ristevska, Miško Gjoršeski, Nataša 
Šafarić, Nataša Tozija, Nikola Paskali, Remzi Ohrid, Slavica Sekuloski, Sonja Monja, Svetlana Sesi Kamdžijaš, Tatyana 
Peeva, Teodora Tea Kuzmanovska, Vera Župan, Vasko Gjorgjijevski, Vesna Jovanoska, Vlado Martinoski, Žaklina Ris-
toska, Žani Žaki.
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